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Farhat Popal serves as the Manager of the Women’s Initiative Fellowship and the Afghan 

Women’s Project at the George W. Bush Institute. In this role, Farhat is responsible for research 

and programmatic efforts that empower women worldwide to lead in their communities and 

countries. 

Farhat studied Political Science/International Relations and History of the Near East at the 

University of California, San Diego. She earned a Master’s degree in Public Policy from the 

Goldman School of Public Policy at the University of California, Berkeley. Prior to joining the 

Bush Institute, she worked on human rights programs in Afghanistan and Central Asia at the 

State Department's Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor in Washington, DC, and 

evaluated reconstruction projects in Afghanistan with the Special Inspector General for 

Afghanistan Reconstruction. While with SIGAR, she spent considerable time conducting field 

work at the U.S. Embassy in Kabul. In addition to her international work, Farhat evaluated the 

effectiveness and efficiency of local government programs at the City of San Diego and City of 

Oakland’s Offices of the City Auditor. She is a 2018 Truman National Security Fellow. 


